
IMS 202: Framing in the News 



Agenda for today 



€ Jeremy Littau @ 

My class is in middle of studying what objectivity 

means practically in U.S. news and what it ought to 
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neutrality. Monday we’re going to do an exercise on 

how news takes sides despite the rhetoric. Want to try 

it? Sure you do. (1/x) 

2) Jeremy Littau @ 
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thread, | want you describe in your own thinking what the situation with 

Russia and Ukraine is, but only in one word. What would you call it if you 
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Reading/Viewing/Listening 

In your own words, what are frames? 



Reading/Viewing/Listening 

In your own words, what are framing effects? 



Walter Lippmann’s Public Opinion (1922): “The world outside and the pictures in our heads” 

Lippmann, W. (1946). Public opinion (Vol. 1). Transaction Publishers. 



Social or psychological responses 

occurring in individuals as a result | 

of exposure to media messages. 
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Framing 

“to frame is to select some aspects of a 

perceived reality and make them more 

salient in a communicating text, in such a 

way as to promote a particular problem 

definition, causal interpretation, moral 

evaluation, and/or treatment 

recommendation for the item described.” 

(Entman, 1993, p. 52) 



Framing 

“The way that journalists approach and 

organize a story, which can affect what 

it emphasizes.” 

+ News Literacy Project, 2022) 



Inputs : Processes ' Outcomes 

= Organizational pressures : Frame building ' ; 

= Ideologies, attitudes, ete. ‘ Media 
= Other elites ; 

~ete. 

~ Attribution of responsibility 

Audience + Attitudes 
Frames Individval-level effects ; 

: - Behaviors 
of framing a 

Scheufele, Dietram. (1999). Framing As a Theory of Media Effects. The Joumal 

of Communication. 49. 103-122. 10.1111/).1460-2466 1999.tb02784.x. 
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AIP Associated Press AP - Mon Aug 29, 7°32 PM ET 

Looters carry bags of groceries through 

floodwaters after taking the merchandise 

away from a wind damaged convenience 

store In New Orleans on Monday, Aug. 29, 

2005. (AP Photo/Dave Martin) 
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Reading/Viewing/Listening 

> 

In the BrainFacts.org video, "Why Do We Fall for 

the Framing Effect,” the speaker discusses gains 

and losses. What are they talking about? 

/ 



Frames, Biases, and Rational 

Decision-Making in the Human Brain 
Benedetto De Martino,” Dharshan Kumaran, Ben Seymour, Raymond J. Dolan 

Human choices are remarkably susceptible to the manner in which options are presented. This 

so-called “framing effect” represents a striking violation of standard economic accounts of human 

rationality, although its underlying neurobiology is not understood. We found that the framing 

effect was specifically associated with amygdala activity, suggesting a key role for an emotional 

gntem in mediating decison biases. Moreover, across individuals, orbital and medial prefrontal 

cortex activity predicted a reduced susceptibility to the framing effect. This finding hiabliahts 

importance of incorporating emotional processes within models of human choice a 

how the brain may modulate the effect of these biasing influences to approximate 
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“If people were able to 12 

take a broader view, t h | n kK 
they would in general 

make better decisions. 

So, that is certainly one 

of the weaknesses of 

human decision making. 

We call it narrow 

framing.” 



Reading/Viewing/Listening 

In the "Framing Theory" article from Communication 

Studies, the author discusses episodic/thematic 

frames. What are episodic/thematic frames and why 

should we care about them? 



Types of frames 

e Episodic frames 

o Event-based news reporting 

o Focused on individual actors 

e Thematic frames 

o Broad perspective, highlighting context 

© Focusing on trends and collective 

outcomes 

Shanto lyengar, Is Anyone Responsible? How Television Frames Political 

Issues,(Chicago University of Chicago Press, 1991) 

IS ANYONE 

RESPONSIBLE? 



Local 

Five arrested after protesters march through 

a D.C., start small fires and engage in tense 

Episodic frames standoff with police 

Police said five officers were injured and the union said at least one officer was 

hospitalized after the latest confrontations in the nation’s capital. 

Types of frames 

NATION 

Oakland protesters set fire to 

courthouse, smash windows 

Black Lives Matter protesters 

block traffic in Fairfax District 
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Types of frames Black Lives Matter changed America's view on 
ie: tel=) 

Thematic frames 

How Systemic Racism Exists In 

U.S. Housing Policies 

Black Lives Matter 

Louisville Trying To 

Improve Community Health 



Reading/Viewing/Listening 

> 

Do you have a specific question about framing that 

you would like instructors to answer or clarify? 

/ 



Reading/Viewing/Listening 

“ 

Propose one discussion question related to framing. 

y 



WEEK 12: EXIT TICKET 

Episodic Framing: Focuses on a single event; refers to the 

portrayal and presentation of issues through either a specific 

event that serves as an anecdotal exemplification of the broader 

issue or the story of an affected person who could put a human 

face on the issue. 

Thematic Framing: Focuses on trends over time; applies a 

wide-angle lens to the coverage of the issue — focusing on trends 

over time, and highlighting contexts and environments. 
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